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Waste Land: Transformation through Art
The film Waste Land by Lucy Walker follows the Brazilian artist and photographer Vik Muniz as he collaborates with various garbage pickers in Rio de Janeiro to produce artistic depictions of their lives. The film observes the creation of his series of artistic works that aim to portray the landfill in which the subjects earn their income. Waste Land looks at the day to day lives of the garbage pickers and attempts to depict their lives in a different way than most viewers may have expected of people living and working in a giant landfill. Muniz states how he thinks that the educated elite believe they are better than other people. His strong faith in the artistic power of transformation is a core theme for this film. Through his collaboration with the garbage pickers, Vik Muniz changed peoples’ lives and the art world.
A major objective for Muniz was to change the lives of the subjects for the better. This was to be done by showing them another place that is significantly different to the environment they had been used to for most of their lives. Muniz also intended to show the outside world that the landfill had interesting personalities who had unique stories to share. The outside world needed to know that the work being done at the landfill was beneficial for the people and the greater community. By providing exposure to this group of people, Muniz changed their lives and the art world as he focused on this seemingly forgotten group. 
The impact of Muniz and his artistic endeavors was notable in how the rest of the world reacted to the garbage pickers and the art involving them. The plight of the garbage pickers was highlighted by the media and more people became aware of the challenges that they undergo in their daily lives. More people around Brazil and the world also learned of the importance of these individuals. The large amounts of garbage that are taken to that particular landfill were sorted by the garbage pickers and any recyclable materials were not wasted. Without this group of people, Rio de Janeiro and Brazil in general would have a major garbage problem. Through this movie and the art works by Muniz, the outside world learned to appreciate the garbage pickers more than they previously did. This is another indication of how Muniz changed the lives of these people through art.
The collaboration between Muniz and the garbage pickers not only had an effect in terms of exposure, but also on the self-esteem of the people from the landfill. The painting done by Muniz featuring a member of the garbage pickers association was taken for auction in London. The painting sold for $50,000 and was a highly impressive figure for an art work featuring the little-known garbage pickers. Other art works done by Muniz were featured at an exhibition in Rio. This was a pleasant experience for the people from the landfill. It showed them that they were appreciated by people from other backgrounds. The ability to show these garbage pickers that their lives mattered to the outside world was a major achievement for Muniz and the film. Their lives were changed for the better and they gained a more positive perspective of life in general.
The film offered a different view of life for people in lower social and economic classes. The focus on garbage pickers at the giant Rio landfill showed viewers that all lives matter, even when society may seem to alienate some people. While the film offered the garbage pickers hope for a more positive outcome to their lives, the director and Muniz were reasonable enough not to make promises that were unattainable. Muniz strongly believed that he could change the lives of the subjects for the better by showing them another place. However, the garbage pickers were informed that there was no guarantee they would make it out of the landfill and begin living prosperous lifestyles with their newfound popularity. 
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